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YouR Committee has to report that the Society, in spite of 
difficulties inseparable from the times through which we are 
passing, has done good work and maintained its high standard 
and has once again been able to produce a part of Transactions 
which, for interest and scholarship, will, we believe, rank high 
in the annals of the Society. 

This part consisted of The Leicestershire Archaeological 
Society in the Present Century; The Old Leicester Corporaition 
and the Town Almshouses; Murder and Sudden Death in 
Medieval Wigs ton; and Rupert's Tower, Leicester, and your 
Committee is greatly indebted to the authors for their interesting 
contributions, all of which are of great value to the history of 
the County. 

Of outstanding interest, especially to the older members, is 
the article by our President, Professor A. Hamilton Thompson, 
on The Leicestershire Archaeological Society in the Present 
Century. No one is more fitted or more competent to record the 
work of our Society, and the article will long remain an invaluable 
mine of information, a source of informed appreciation of the 
members who raised our Society to so high a position in 
the world of culture, and a record of achievement to hearten 
present and future contributors to the Society's Tra,nsactions. 
The only omission is an appreciation of the invaluable contri
butions of the author of the article to both the printed records of 
our Society and to its Excursions, so many of which have during 
this century been made memorable by having as their guide our 
President, whose incomparable knowledge has always been so 
delightfully presented to his readers and listeners. 

During the year four lectures were given, all illustrated with 
appropriate slides, and we are greatly indebted to the lecturers, 
all our own members. Two of the lectures were in place of our 
usual Excursions. 
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Your Committee met regularly throughout the year and 
transacted a good deal of important business, besides .making 
provision for the safe custody of items of particular value from 
the Society's Library and the Farnham portrait and presentation 
volumes. 

The following members were elected in the course of the 
year:-
In March:
In April:-

In August:-

I 

Mr. Trevor Thomas, The Museum, Leicester 
The Bishop of Leicester, 10 Springfield Road, 

Leicester 
Mr. J. D. Lane, 118 Leicester Road, 

Loughborough 
Mr. Alan .W. Birch, 27 Guildhall Lane, 

Leicester 
Mr. P . W. Lovell, F.S.A., 27 East Avenue, 

Leicester 
In November: - Mr. E . Haslegrave, Estate Office, Newtown 

Linford 

Seven members resigned and we have to regret the loss by 
death of three members, Messrs. John Parsons, S . T. Palmer, and 
G. C. Turner, J.P. 

Transactions 
The second part of Vol. XXI of -the Society's Transactions 

contained:-
i.-The Leicestershire; A rchae·ological Society in the Present 

Century, by A. Hamilton Thompson, C.B.E., M.A., LL.D, 
D.Litt., F.B.A., F .S.A. 

ii.- The Old L eicester Corporation and the Town Almshouses, 
by R. W. Greaves, M.A., D.Phil., F.R.Hist.S. 

iii.-Murder aind Swdden Death in Medieval Wigston, by \V. G. 
Hoskins, M.Sc. (Econ.) Ph.D. 

iv.-Rupert's Tower, Leicester, by Albert Herbert, F.S.A. 

Lectures 
31st March : -Old Le-icestershire Houses, by Dr. Hoskins. 
16th June :- More Old Leicestershire Houses, by Dr. 

Hoskins. 
21st July :-The Closing Phase of Gothic Architecture in 

England, by Rev. D. A . Adams. 
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31st October: -Swiithland Sliate Headstones, by Mr. Albert 
Herbert. 

All these lectures, which were illustrated with slides, were 
well attended, and interesting discussions still further added to 
the pleasure of the meetings. 

Arising out of a question at the last lecture as to when Swith
land slates were first quarried, the Chairman was able to remind 
the members present of an interesting fact recorded by Sir Robert 
Martin in his delightful and informative preface to Mr. Farnham's 
Charnwood Forest and its Historians. As this historical fact is 
not generally known its record here may reach a wider audience. 

"A most interesting local industry, carried on from very early 
times on the southern edge of the Forest, was the quarrying of 
slate at Swithland and Groby. Exactly when it began it is pro
bably now impossible to determine; it is however a fact that when 
between 40 and 50 years ago a small underground dwelling was 
discovered on the summit of Mountsorrel Hill, there were found 
among the debris on its floor, a number of diamond-shaped Swith
land slates with a hole in one corner. These would appear to 
show that the qualities of the Swithland slate were known in the 
late Celtic times". 

A footnote says, "Similar slates were found in 1928 in an 
excavation in Highcross Street, Leicester, their date being not 
later than the fifth century". 

Notes on Meetings 
The Annual General Meeting held on 31st March, 1941, was 

presided over by our Chairman, Sir Robert Martin, who, in the 
manner we have come to expect o.f him, dealt in an illuminating 
and stimulating manner with the report and various papers in the 
Society's Transactions for 1940. 

In addition to the usual election of officers, three new Vice
Presidents were elected :-The Lord Bishop of Leicester, Mr. 
H. F. Traylen, who has so often lectured to the Society or acted 
as guide on its Excursions, and Mr. S. H. Skillington, our Hon. 
Secretary, to whom we owe so deep a debt, especially since the 
loss of Mr. George Farnham. At this Meeting Dr. Hoskins gave 
the first of his lectures on Old Leicestershire Houses. 

At the General Meeting held on 16th June, 1941, when Dr. 
Hoskins again lectured, a lively discussion followed. 
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At this meeting it was agreed to send to Mr. J. Le Patourel 
(who had lectured to the Society) an expression of sympathy on 
his anxiety concerning his relatives in the Channel Islands. 

On the 13th of October, 1941, the Committee sanctioned a 
grant of £5 to the Leicestershire Architectural Record Society 
which is engaged in making photographic and other records of 
important buildings in the County, while interest was expressed 
in the steps proposed by the Bishop's Advisory Committee for 
the better preservation of the Danish stone carvings at Breedon 
Church. Members may remember the interesting lecture given to 
our Society by Mr. Clapham some years ago on these remarkable 
carvings, a full record of which, with illustrations, was printed 
in our Transactvons (Vol. XV, Part II, 1928). 



VIII, THE LEICESTERSHIRE 
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

To Balance forward on Research Fund Account ... 
,, Subscriptions and donations 
,, Interest on £101 5s. 4d. Leicester 3 per cent. 

Stock less Tax 
,. Interest on £2.50 Os. Od. Leicester 4:¥ per cent. 

Stock less Tax 
,, Interest on £150 Os. Od. 3½ per cent. Conversion 

Loan less Tax 
,, Interest on £300 Os. Od. 3½ per cent. War Loan 

Gross 
,, Income Tax reclaimed 1940 / 41 ... 

£ s. d. 
50 0 0 

228 5 0 

1 11 1 

6 1 9 

2 16 6 

10 10 0 

8 11 3 

£307 15 7 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY IX. 

for the Year ending 31st December, 1941. 

PAYMENTS 
£ s. d. £ s. d 

By Balance overdrawn 39 17 3 
,, Subscriptions : 
)) Archaeological Congress 1 0 0 

)) Canterbury and York Society 1 0 

)) English Place Name Society 0 15 0 

" 
British Record Society 1 11 6 

" 
Society for the Protection of Ancient 

Buildings 1 1 0 

" 
Council for the Preservation of 

Rural England 1 1 0 
)) Leicester and Leicestershire Record 

Committee (Donation) 5 0 0 
11 9 6 

,, Printing Transactions 125 11 6 

,, Printing .and Stationery 20 8 3 

)) Rent 11 2 6 
, , Postages and Sundry Expenses 11 19 6 
,, Lecturers' Expenses and Lantern 0 5 6 
,, Fire Insurance 1 17 6 
,, Bank Interest and Charges 2 12 6 
,, Balance in hand on Research Fund Account so 0 0 

" 
Balance at Bank 32 11 7 

£307 15 7 




